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Broken Beam

Open Roof

New Beam

It was Friday afternoon of the Labor Day holiday weekend. 
Students at the college town of Chico, California were 
celebrating the end of classes and were out shopping for party 
supplies. Without warning, a beam supporting the roof of the 
favorite local supermarket collapsed, prompting evacuation of 
the store and a lockout by the local fire dept.

Within hours, our crews were on site with an engineer. Working 
through the night, we surveyed the damage with the engineer. 
At 7AM the next morning, we began installation of temporary 
shoring in order to support the roof and ensure the building 
would be safe for the public. By 6PM, city officials and the fire 
department deemed the structure safe and doors were reopened 
to the public. Thanks to EFA, one of the busiest shopping 
weekends of the year was salvaged for this business.

After approval of a budget for repairs, we returned for a 
permanent repair. The job involved removing a 40’ x 80’ section 
of roof, hoisting the damaged beam and trusses through the 
opening, and lowering and installing a replacement beam and 
trusses specified by the engineer. This was all accomplished 
while the store remained open for business.

Are you prepared for an emergency?  
EFA is your on-the-spot resource  
for any emergency to your building. 
Read on…

Emergency repairs

Major renovations while 
you remain open for 
business

Safety for your  
employees and  
your customers

After-hours work

After doing this over and over for the past 65 years, 
we’ve built a reputation of being the folks you can 
count on.


